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Election day Nov. 5, 2019

As we do every year, the Reader is offering a candidate questionnaire to help better inform you about the candidates. 
This week, we conclude our coverage with responses from Ponderay City Council and mayoral candidates, as well as Lake 
Pend Oreille School District No. 4 candidates. Special thanks to those who took the time to respond to our questionnaire.

1. What inspired you to
run for office?

2. What are the top
three issues facing Pon-
deray right now and how 
will you address them?

3. The LOR Foundation
gave the city of Ponderay 
$100,000 in 2018 to plan 
the McGhee Sports Com-
plex in Ponderay.  Are you 
in support of this plan?  
How would you bring this 
plan to fruition?

4. Do you support the
1% Local Option Tax?

5. There is a lot of com-
mercial activity in Ponder-
ay. How does this activity 
benefit the residents?

*For mayoral candi-
dates:

6. For the mayoral in-
cumbent, what have been 
your biggest successes 
been? For the challenger, 
what would you do differ-
ently?

Questions for 
Ponderay City 

Council and Mayoral 
candidates:

CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
Ponderay City Council • Ponderay Mayor • Lake Pend Oreille School District

Ponderay
City Council

Gary W. Kunzeman

Age: 71
Years of 
residence in 
county: Since 
1992.
Marriage/
Family: Car-
ol Kunzeman, 
married over 55 years, three adult 
children, two adult grandchildren
Education: A.A. Degree.
Recent or pertinent employment 
or professional qualifications: 
Ponderay City Councilman, seek-
ing second four year term. 
How can voters contact you?: 
Ponderay City Hall.

--ANSWERS--

1. I was inspired to run for office
in Ponderay because I saw the
progress with the past adminis-
tration that was being made and
I wanted to help continue the
projects benefitting our commu-
nity. This is election I am running
for re-election and another four
year term as city councilman.

2. I will continue to work along-
side my mayor and council to help
educate our residents and voters
on why the Local Option Tax is
so important to our community.
I think at this moment every-
thing hinges on the Local Option
Tax passing as to where we go
next. We will always have the
issues of a small town population
trying to keep up with the respon-
sibilities and services of Ponderay
being the large commercial hub of
Bonner County.

3. The LOR Foundation actu-
ally gave the City of Ponderay 
$500,000 to plan and implement
the sports complex. $100,000 to

plan the complex and $400,000 
to help implement the complex. I 
am totally in support of this 
project. The city of Ponderay has 
put on the ballot the measure for 
a Local Option Tax and if passed 
that will allow 1% of the sales tax 
revenue to stay in our community 
to use to build the complex. With-
out the measure passing it will 
take years if not decades to build 
the park if ever. Our community 
needs this complex.

4. Absolutely

5. Ponderay is the commercial
hub of Bonner County. We have
approximately 275 business-
es in our town. We are a very
business friendly town and we
make it very easy for busi-
nesses to relocate here or start
up. These businesses contribute
taxes that help our community
grow, they provide jobs for our
residents, and gives our locals
the convenience of shopping and
services. We also have many
hotels that support our city
with local bed tax which in turn
provides bus transportation on
the SPOT bus – a free service
to our residents which does not
cost them a dime. Our local
businesses also are very gener-
ous and contribute and donate
to our local Santa Sack project,
16 years of providing sacks of
goodies to our Ponderay children
and seniors at Christmas. But
with these wonderful businesses
in our small town the amount of
people coming to shop from all
over our county, Canada, and
Montana not to mention visitors
who are here to enjoy our natural
beauty and recreation areas
brings a high cost to the 1150
residents of Ponderay. We must
maintain our roads and provide
police services to protect our
residents and guests. This is why

a Local Option Tax is on the ballot 
to help us with the projects that 
will benefit our community and 
the residents who live here.

Brad Mitton

Age: 61
Years of 
residence in 
county: 61 
years.
Marriage/
Family: Ar-
lene, married 
30 years. Son Jarret attending 
Idaho State Univ. Pocatello, Id.
Education: Sandpoint High 
School.
Recent or pertinent employment 
or professional qualifications: 
Fire Chief, Northside Fire Dis-
trict. I have many years’ experi-
ence working with governmental 
rules and regulations, general 
public, administrative duties, 
incident command and emergency 
situations, demanding patience, 
critical thinking and compassion. 
How can voters contact you?: 
bdmitton58@gmail.com.

--ANSWERS--

1. I have been a resident of Pon-
deray Idaho all my life, going on
62 years. I have been attending
their meetings on a regular basis.
I know the City of Ponderay has
a lot of room for growth and is in
the process of evaluating a lot of
different projects. I would love to
be a part of a well-organized city
council to accomplish their goals.

2. (top three issues facing county):
A. Water/Fire flows for the city.

Work with the council and mayor 
to come up with solutions to rem-
edy this situation.

B. Sewer. Work with the council
and mayor and Kootenai/Ponder-
ay Sewer district to come up with 

ideas to supply the city with sewer 
for further development.

C. Affordable Housing. Work
with the council and mayor to 
figure out how to create more low 
income housing.
   We need to address each of these 
areas. Prioritizing importance, im-
mediate necessity and determining 
what works well, what are the inef-
ficiencies and who we collaborate 
with in order to overcome obsta-
cles. Then we can work on funding. 
Adequate infrastructure is essential 
to growth and sustainability.

3. I am not against the plan as long
as it has been thoroughly thought
out, and we have reached out to
our citizens to obtain their input
and support. And the infrastructure
is put in place, prior to construc-
tion and doesn’t put a burden on
the City of Ponderay taxpayers. I
am as interested as anyone else to
see it become a reality.
   (How would you bring this plan 
to fruition?)
To continue to work with the 
council and mayor and gather 
input from the public on what they 
would like to see as a part of the 
plan for this complex.

4. Yes, the initiative is on the up-
coming ballot for voters to deter-
mine. The projects to be supported
by 1-percent would be tough if not
impossible to accomplish without
this initiative. I see many areas
the city needs funding through
the normal budgeting process. I
support the initiative as long as we
have the support backed by voters,
and that a concise plan is firmly in
place with specifics regarding the
budgets and future maintenance.

5. Residents benefit from the com-
mercial activity in various ways.
First, the tax revenue generated 
via the sale/purchase of goods and 
services. Secondly, commercial

< con’t next page  >
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1. What inspired you to
run for the school board?

2. What are three exam-
ples of successes for the 
school district? What are 
three examples of areas that 
need improvement?

3. LPOSD is seeking a
permanent levy this election 
cycle. Are you in favor of this 
option? Why or why not?

4. The Greater Sandpoint
area has seen a popula-
tion increase over the past 
decade. How have those 
demographic changes 
affected rural schools within 
the district? How would you 
manage those changes?

5. How would you rate
the school district’s level of 
transparency with community 
members and why?

Questions for 
Lake Pend Oreille 

School District Trustee 
Zone #4 candidates:

Lake Pend Oreille 
School District 
Trustee Zone #4

Ponderay
Mayoral Council

Geraldine Lewis

Age: 52
Years of 
residence in 
county: 25 
years.
Marriage/
Family: Hus-
band is Jim 
Lewis, a native of Sagle. Raised 
four children through the public 
schools.
Education: Bachelors in Electri-
cal Engineering.
How can voters contact you?: 
208-290-7148. geraldine.lewis@
lposd.org

--ANSWERS--

1. I have been a Zone 4 trustee 
for the past 4 ½ years and the
commitment I have toward public 
education has only increased over
that time. I also bring continuity
and perspective to the School 
Board that is vital at this time. With
a new Superintendent, I am the
longest running trustee we have 
on the board. That experience is so
valuable. Prior to being a trustee, I 
was involved in volunteer work in 
the schools that my four children
were in: Sagle Elementary, Sand-
point Middle School and Sandpoint
High School. I am also a board
member of the Panhandle Alliance
For Education. I see first-hand the 
importance of the entire communi-
ty being supportive and engaged in 
the health of our schools.

2. The successes in this district are
many:

1. Excellent teachers and staff
2. Our district ISAT scores have

been above or at state average 
across all content areas

3. The Homeschool Academy
is a great example of how public 
education can fit the needs of all 
students in the district
   Areas that need improvement:

1. focus on raising our math
scores across the district

2. recruiting and retaining teachers
3. Continuing to communicate

with all community members.

3. In August, the school board
voted to add an indefinite term 
supplemental levy to the ballot 
and let the voters finally weigh in 
on this important issue. We have
been hearing from the community
for several years that they would 

Steve Geiger

Age: 52
Years of 
residence in 
county: Over 
27 years.
Marriage/
Family: I 
have been 
married to my wife Debra for over 
30 years. We have raised our three 
sons here in Bonner County.
Recent or pertinent employment 
or professional qualifications: I 
have worked at and owned In & 
Out Painting, Inc. for 27 years.
How can voters contact you?: 
208-290-1966.

--ANSWERS--

1. About 15 years ago I was asked
a couple of times to be on the
City Council and at the time I was
too busy working at my business
and raising my family. In 2008 I
was appointed to the City Coun-
cil and ever since I just like the
challenge and having a voice in
our city’s future. This will be my
5th election which I have served 6
years on City Council and almost
four years as mayor. It has been an
honor serving our city.

2. A. We only have sewer and
water to about ½ of our city, this
is controlling and regulating our
growth and we need to find a
solution.

B. Revenue sharing. Our city
is the commercial hub of Bon-
ner County, we have over 260 
businesses, a work force of close 
to 3,000 and we produce over 
$18 million dollars in sales tax 
revenue for our state. The decades 
old formula only returns $120,000 
to our city. If you would like more 
information on this subject please 
call me on my cell 208-290-1966.

C. Regarding the sewer it
comes down to whether or not 
there is enough capacity and the 
cost of the needed improvements 
to encompass more of our city. 
Basically it boils down to money. 
Our city relies on the Kootenai 
Ponderay Sewer District for our 
sewer needs.
  As far as water goes we are thank-
ful for the city of Sandpoint for our 
water service. There is plenty of 
capacity and the majority of our city 
is in the water boundaries.
   The revenue sharing formula 

Tara Tribbet

Did not respond.

Brenda Thompson

Age: 56
Marriage/
Family: 
Married.
Recent or 
pertinent 
employment 
or profes-
sional qualifications: Employed 
by Farm Bureau Insurance for 15 
years and have served on the Pon-
deray City Council for 2 years.
How can voters contact you?: 
brendahappytrails@gmail.com

--ANSWERS--

1. I chose to run for office because
our city is evolving and growing.
I have been a Ponderay  resident
for 25 years and see so much
change. I appreciate our commu-
nity and I would like to continue
to serve Ponderay and  help pro-
tect and form it’s future.

2. Growth, infrastructure, and
maintenance are three issues fac-
ing Ponderay. I plan on continuing
to work with the council, city
planners and all of the experts
how to best deal with the issues.
No one individual plans it all.

3. Yes, I support this plan. I am
not an expert in planning things of
this magnitude. As in the previous
question, I would work with my
fellow council, city planners and
other experts to bring these things
to fruition.

4. Yes, I support this because I
would like provide our future
generations with safe access to the
lake and provide more recre-
ational opportunities the Field of
Dreams will offer.

5. The commercial activity in
Ponderay benefits residents by 
providing more jobs.

< con’t from previous  page  >
growth commonly equates to jobs 
benefitting Ponderay and Bonner 
County residents. When we see in-
creased revenue and employment, 
opportunities to provide services 
increase. Supporting projects such 
as the current initiatives: Field of 
Dreams and the railroad underpass, 
as well as parks, street maintenance 
and safety; all benefit the residents.

hurts our city and I have brought 
attention to this matter by talking 
with our local legislators and I 
have also talked with our Gover-
nor regarding this concern as well.

3. Yes I support this plan. We have
been doing our research regarding
the “Field of Dreams” property for
over a year. We have had council
meeting discussions, 8 or 9 park
committee meetings and 2 city
“Ponderay Neighbor Days” events
where we received a lot of posi-
tive feedback about recreational
opportunities. Our city purchased
this property over 10 years ago for
this purpose. What we have heard
is having some kind of an indoor
facility that would accommodate
an indoor walking or running track
around a field so our kids could
practice during the winter months
with an area for a community cen-
ter. We would also have outside
fields, walking paths, outdoor
amphitheater and possibly an area
for an ice skating rink. We still are
currently working on this.

4. I am 100% behind the tax. With-
out this funding option our city
would not be able to pursue “safe
lake” access. During the summer
months we have 400-500 people 
that cross the tracks illegally every 
month and with more people
moving to Idaho every year the 
problem is only going to get worse.
   For the “Field of Dreams”, I have 
lived here for over 27 years, my 
kids have played on the original 
fields over 20 years ago and there 
have been several attempts to try 
to get something started out there. 
About 10 years ago there was a 
recreational district tax proposed, 
which at the time failed. The last 
couple of years we have had a lot 
of interest in having a recreational 
site at the old U of I property. With 
the increased interest over the last 
couple decades in having some 
kind of recreational opportunities, 
I think that this would be a great 
asset for our city’s future.

5. We are the commercial hub
of Bonner County with over 260
businesses, a work force of close
to 3,000 that produce well over
$300 million dollars in annual
sales. Our little city with a “big fu-
ture” does more annual sales than
the rest of the cities and the entire
county combined. Our residents
have some benefits by being able
to live and work in our great city
due to how many jobs our city
has to offer. Also when it comes
to property taxes our commercial

sector pays for 75% of all the 
property taxes that we receive.

(Question for the mayoral candi-
dates only):
*6. I think our biggest success-
es as a city have been bringing
our community together for our
annual city clean up weekend and
the “Ponderay Neighbor Days”.
We have also continued our city
Santa sack program. We have a
very generous city that gives back
to our community in many ways.
I think we are good at listening
to our city residents concerns
like getting the old S&W motel
cleaned up or any other issues that
they have requested.
   You should also know that our city 
council, city hall staff and our police 
department all work very well 
together and they are truly dedicated 
to doing what’s best for our city. I 
really appreciate all of them and I 
could not do this job without them.

< con’t next page  >
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like the chance to vote on it. We’ve had a 
maintenance and operations levy in place for 
20 consecutive years, being approved by the 
voters every 2 years. That is a lot of time and 
money spent every two years to renew what 
we all see as a critical part of our budget. I 
am in support of this ballot issue, because it 
allows the community to stabilize the current 
maintenance and operation funding. In this 
district we have a large geographical area 
with many small rural schools that come 
with added expense. We also have a commit-
ment to continue our Career Technical Ed-
ucation programs and Advanced Placement 
classes. We are also interested in recruiting 
and retaining excellent staff in this district. 
These are all areas that rely on the funding 
provided in our existing supplemental levy.

4. Our district enrollment numbers have been 
slightly increasing over the past years and I 
think this growth is a reflection of the health of 
our area. The growth has been slow and steady,
not creating a hardship in any one school. In

< con’t from previous  page  >

Tara Tribbet

Did not respond.

fact, a few of our outlying rural schools still 
have low numbers, but it’s my hope that we 
never lose those schools. They are such a 
vital part of the smaller communities. We also 
know that as more people move into the area, 
the property tax base increases, making each 
individual tax burden slightly less.

5. We are a very transparent district. We
post all our financials and budget on our
website, keeping it up-to-date. We have
annual audits that show our fiscal respon-
sibility and oversight is strong. I know that
Superintendent Albertson is eager to meet
with anyone in the community who has
questions or needs more understanding of
how the district operates. He has already
met with many people in these first few
months of his new job.

Library announces Family Reading Week
By Reader Staff

The annual Family Reading Week party 
is one of the most highly attended events of 
the year at the East Bonner County Library. 
Families in the community come together 
to celebrate reading, meet other families 
and engage in activities based on that year’s 
statewide theme.

The Idaho Library Association has 
chosen “Adventure Awaits — Reading 
Takes You Anywhere,” as the theme for the 
2019 Family Reading Week, which takes 
place Sunday, Nov. 3-Saturday, Nov. 9. The 
library will host special events related to 
that theme all week long. 

On Monday, Nov. 4, kids and families 
can drop in to Karen’s Room in the Gilmore 
Family Children’s Library at the Sandpoint 
branch for “Build Your Own Adventure” 
open play. Regularly scheduled Tuesday 
storytimes will have a special adventure 
theme. There will be a magic class at 3 p.m. 

on Wednesday, Nov. 6 for third- through 
sixth-graders, followed by a magic show for 
all ages at 6 p.m.

On Saturday, Nov. 9 from 2 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m., kids can enjoy the following 
activities: a library scavenger hunt, story-
time, block and marble free play, building 
challenge, geography trivia, storywalk, free 
books, snacks, postcard making and “Wild 
Thing” masks.

The highlight of every Family Read-
ing Week party is a visit from a beloved 
children’s book character. This year, “Wild 
Thing” from Maurice Sendak’s Where 
the Wild Things Are will make a special 
appearance. 

The event also marks the official kick-
off for the library’s Winter Reading Chal-
lenge. Instructions and sign-ups will be 
available.

For more information, contact Suzanne 
Davis at 208-263-693 ext. 1211 or email 
suzanne@ebonnerlibrary.org.

What’s on the ballot?
A quick and handy guide to what will 
appear on Nov. 5 election day ballot

By Ben Olson
Reader Staff

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 5. 
Here’s a quick rundown on what you 
should expect to see on the ballot (all 
names are listed in alphabetical order):

In the Sandpoint mayoral race, 
voters will choose between Ken 
Lawrence, incumbent Shelby 
Rognstad and Shannon Williamson, 
who currently serves as Sandpoint City 
Council president. Sandpoint voters 
will also choose three City Council 
members from five total candidates, 
including Andy Groat, Jacque Guinan, 
Kate McAlister, Shannon Mitchell and 
incumbent Deb Ruehle.

Ponderay voters will select 
a mayor from two candidates, 
including incumbent Steve Geiger 
and challenger Tara Tribbet. The 
Ponderay City Council has two seats 
up for grabs, with incumbent Gary 
Kunzeman running against challenger 
Brad Mitton and incumbent Brenda 
Thompson. Also on the ballot in 
Ponderay is the 1% local option 
sales tax, intended to support the 
Field of Dreams sports complex and 
lakeshore accessibility, including a 
railroad underpass connection to the 
Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail.

Voters throughout the Lake Pend 
Oreille School District No. 84 will 
choose a Zone 4 trustee between 
incumbent Geraldine Lewis and 

challenger Tara Tribbet. LPOSD 
voters will also decide whether or 
not to authorize a $12.7 million 
indefinite term supplemental school 
levy. West Bonner County School 
District will hold an election for 
Zone 1 and 3 trustees. Lakeland 
School District will also vote on 
Zone 1 and 2 trustees.

Aside from Sandpoint and 
Ponderay, city elections will be held in 
Clark Fork, Dover, Kootenai, Oldtown, 
Priest River, East Hope and Hope.

The Bayview Water and Sewer 
District will hold a recall election 
for two board members, Robyn 
Edwards and Sharon Meyer.

To obtain a sample ballot, visit 
bonnercountyid.gov or visit the 
Bonner County Elections Office inside 
the Bonner County Administration 
Building, 1500 U.S. Highway 2, 
Suite 124 between 9 a.m. and 5p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Call 208-
255-3631 or email elections@
bonnercountyid.gov with any 
questions. In-person absentee voting 
will conclude Friday, Nov. 1 at 5 p.m.

Polls will be open between 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. on Election Day, 
Tuesday, Nov. 5 at voters’ regular 
polling places. As it does every 
year, Idaho allows for Election Day 
registration — be sure to bring a 
photo ID and proof of residency. 
Visit idahovotes.gov to find out your 
correct polling place.

mailto:suzanne@ebonnerlibrary.org
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Momentum builds for Bay Trail underpass
FEATURE

Trail group eyes federal grant dollars and 1% Ponderay local option tax

By Zach Hagadone
Reader Staff

The images are blurry and no faces 
are visible, but it’s clear what people are 
doing: two are hauling a kayak, one has 
an inner tube slung over his shoulder, 
others carry fishing poles. Some are kids, 
some are families. All are traversing a 
user-made trail leading from Railroad 
Avenue in Ponderay across two sets of 
Burlington Northern-Santa Fe and Mon-
tana Rail Link tracks that separate the 
residential neighborhood from the nearby 
shoreline of Lake Pend Oreille.

“It really demonstrates that there’s a 
great attraction there,” said Susan Drum-
heller, president of the nonprofit Friends 
of the Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail.

Drumheller spoke at a recent open 
house in Ponderay, highlighting the need 
for a railroad underpass providing a safe 
means to access the lake. Pointing to a 
large placard depicting stills from the mo-
tion-activated camera, she noted that 260 
people were seen crossing the tracks over 
a two-week period in June — a situation 
that is not only dangerous for residents, 
but hazardous for the railroad companies. 
A technical feasibility study has already 
received positive feedback from BNSF.

“They recognize they have a safety 
issue,” she said, adding that BNSF and 
Montana Rail Link have both written let-
ters of support for the underpass project.

That’s good news for the trail group, 
but of even greater significance is the 
outcome of a federal transportation grant, 
which the Friends of the Pend d’Oreille 
Bay Trail submitted in June. Drumheller 
said federal officials are expected to make 
a decision sometime in November.

“I really feel like we’ve done our 
homework and have a really good propos-
al,” she said.

The proposed underpass would cost 
about $9.82 million, paid for primarily 
by the grant — a funding vehicle under 
the Obama era TIGER program — which 
would cover design, engineering and 
construction.

The city of Ponderay would also kick 
in its support, in the form of $40,000 per 
year from the city’s bed tax over four 
years. If approved, the project would be 
administered by the Local Highway Tech-
nical Assistance Council. 

Meanwhile, a big “what-if” is how 
the railroad-right-of-way will be made 
available for construction. Drumheller 
said Pondery would need to acquire an 
easement from BNSF in order to build the 
underpass, but that has yet to be negoti-
ated. The grant could potentially cover 
that cost, but the best-case scenario is that 
BNSF donates its right-of-way to the city.    

More immediately, the other big 
question heading into the Nov. 5 election 
is whether Ponderay voters will approve 
the proposed 1% local option sales tax. 
Drumheller said that if Friends of the 
Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail win the grant, 
the LOT could help fund amenities at the 
underpass-equipped shoreline, “so it’s 
not just a hole under the railroad tracks.” 
Some examples include a picnic area, 
fishing pier and bathrooms.

The grander vision positions those 
amenities as paving the way for commer-
cial development on a nearby parcel of 
property south of the proposed underpass 
and immediately west of the tracks, which 
Ponderay has already acquired. That 
could lead to the establishment of a “new 
little downtown” leading to the underpass, 
and also open the way for connecting the 
Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail directly to the 
commercial core around the Bonner Mall 
— in a sense, stitching together the town 
via its access to the lakeshore.

Ultimately, though, the underpass 
would facilitate a much broader connec-
tivity, with the longtime dream of estab-

lishing an unbroken trail from Sandpoint 
to Ponder Point south of Kootenai. Far-
ther down the trail, so to speak, would be 
the hope that more connections could be 
made to the University of Idaho property 
on Boyer Avenue, with a pathway over 
Sand Creek on the Popsicle Bridge. The 
75-acre property is in the process of being
purchased by a private developer, so plans
are still up in the air. Still, Drumheller and
Ponderay City Planner Erik Brubaker are
optimistic that a multi-city trail network
could be in the future.

“It’s emerging,” Brubaker said.  
Focusing more on the Pend d’Oreille 

Bay Trail itself, another possibility 
would be using LOT monies to purchase 
additional private property or public 
easements in order to increase how much 
shoreline is accessible to the public.

However, Drumheller said, if the feds 
deny the grant, the LOT could be lever-
aged for local matching fund, making a 
future grant request more competitive. 

Between the upcoming grant decision 
and the LOT ballot measure, Drumheller 
said that whatever happens there is a lot of 
momentum for moving the trail forward. 

“Being able to pull this all together at 
around the same time is really beneficial,” 
she said. “I’m feeling really confident 
about it.”

A concept drawing from 2010 showing potential underpass 
locations. Courtesy Friends of the Pend d’Oreille Bay Trail.
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